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* The asterisk throughout the newsletter indicates information that is new. 
 
School Calendar – Salem Campus                                February 12, 2021 
Mon., Feb. 15- Fri., Feb. 19   *NO SCHOOL, Midwinter Break 
 

You will find all events, updates, and extracurricular activity schedules on our campus calendar at 
www.salem.americanprep.org. 

 
*February Builders Theme: I Am a Builder When I Use My Words to Encourage Others 
From a very young age, Florence Nightingale was compassionate and charitable as she comforted the ill and poor 
people in the village neighboring her family’s estate. By the time she was 16 years old, she knew that she wanted to 
be a nurse. She believed it to be her divine purpose. 
  
During the Crimean War in 1853, thousands of British soldiers were sent to the Black Sea where supplies quickly 
dwindled. By 1854, approximately 18,000 soldiers had been admitted into military hospitals.  These ill and injured 
soldiers were badly neglected.  They lacked sufficient medical attention due to hospitals being horribly understaffed, 
and they languished in horrifying unsanitary and inhumane conditions.  In October 1854, Florence Nightingale, 
with a staff of 38 women volunteer nurses that she trained, was sent to help.  
  
Florence spent every waking minute caring for the soldiers. In the evenings, she moved through the dark hallways 
carrying a lamp while making her rounds, talking with and caring for patient after patient. The soldiers, who were 
both moved and comforted by her endless supply of compassion, called her “The Lady with the Lamp.” 
  
Florence Nightingale went above and beyond by befriending those that may be harder to approach. Many of these 
soldiers were very sick and very injured.  They may have been so sad that they did not respond well, or they may 
have been angry.  They may have had injuries that made them look scary.  This did not discourage Florence 
Nightingale.  Our challenge this next week is to befriend someone who presents more of a challenge.  This may be 
someone who looks and acts very differently from you.  This may be someone who has called you names, and you 
hold a grudge against them. It could be a family member with whom you have had a fight. It may not be easy to 
befriend them, but it is worth it.  You will be happier, you may change their life, and you might make a new life-long 
friend! 
 
*Builders of the Month 
Congratulations to our Builders of the Month for January.  The following students were great examples of thinking 
positive thoughts about themselves and others.  
Danny Atkinson Anna Baschke  Brahmjot Brar  Adhvik Chowdhry Porter Clark  
Porter Cox  Chloe Fowlke  Anthony Hart  Ashton Logue  Emberlee Meyers 
Ashley Miller  Caleb Nielson  Emma Perry  Kate Roberts  Alex Rubow  
Addy Sampson  Spencer Truman Kahe Wayas  Melayna Webster Dakota Williams 
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Accreditation Review 
Every 5 years, we are required to undergo an Accreditation Review.  Cognia is the approved accrediting agency for 
public schools across multiple states.  The Review Team from Cognia that conducted American Prep’s recent 
review represented decades of education experience in public school districts and charters across multiple states.  As 
part of their extensive review, Cognia conducted observations in multiple APA classrooms, examined over 400 
documents, and interviewed 117 stakeholders, including board members, administrators, teachers, parents, 
community members, students, and support staff.   

  
We are excited to announce that American Prep received an exceptional recommendation of accreditation from its 
recent review.  The Index of Education Quality (IEQ) is the numeric score given an institution at the conclusion of 
the Accreditation Review process.  The 5-year average COGNIA IEQ score for institutions is 280.  American Prep 
received an IEQ rating of 350 out of 400—far above average and indicating that APA “demonstrates noteworthy 
practices producing clear results that positively impact the institution.” 
  
Cognia specifically noted these powerful practices at APA: 

1.      The American Preparatory Academy (APA), directed by the chief executive officer (CEO) and the 
leadership team, tirelessly commit to the institution’s purpose and direction.  
2.      APA’s governing board established a comprehensive set of policies and procedures, including a strong 
code of ethics, allowing them to fulfill their roles and responsibilities for the institution and schools’ 
direction. 
3.      APA schools provide a structured and positive culture that exemplifies the system’s mission statement 
“…to ensure that each student achieves maximum academic proficiency and develops virtuous character 
and motivation for a productive citizenry.”  
4.      APA exemplifies a data-driven system where teachers record, collect, analyze, and use both formative 
and summative assessments to update the curriculum and assess student learning.  
5.      APA provides staff members with professional learning activities based on data-driven needs 
assessments with a focus on collaboration and collegiality.  
6.      The system provides access to information resources and materials to support the curriculum and 
allocates human, material, and fiscal resources in alignment with the organizational purpose and 
improvement of student performance.  

  
We are grateful to the staff, parents, students, and community members who contribute in meaningful ways to the 
culture and mission of excellence at American Prep! 
 
Test Data and School Report Cards Available 
The 2019-2020 School Report Cards are available on the American Prep website’s Parent Library under “Plans and 
Reports” (http://www.americanprep.org/plans-and-reports/). School Improvement Plans for our Title I Campuses 
will also be located at this site. If you have any questions regarding this data, feel free to contact your school 
administrators. 
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*Notice of Land Trust Meeting 
Our Winter Annual Salem Land Trust Committee Meeting will be held on February 24, 2021 at 10:00 am.  Parents 
and the public are welcome to attend.  This meeting will be virtual.  Please email RFillerup@apamail.org if you are 
interested in attending and need meeting information.  
 
*Ambassadors 
Our Hands for Hope campaign has continued on through this week.  During break next week, on February 17th, 
the world will celebrate Random Acts of Kindness day.  This is a great opportunity to share the coin and see how 
your good works ripple.  Please share any of your stories of service.  We would love to share them. 
 
We had such a wonderful evening with our 9th grade students.  We had a wonderful instructional dinner that 
allowed us time to visit with one another.  Our students are amazing.  They showed that they understand what 
professionalism looks like.  After dinner, the students enjoyed the dance, a parent honor dance, and some 
cheesecake with their parents.  The Ambassador program helps our students prepare for the professional behaviors 
and dress that will help give them an edge in the many situations like interviews, social gatherings, and their 
educational pursuits.  Many thanks need to go to many staff and parent volunteers who helped to pull off this 
beautiful evening.  
 
On February 25, 2021 from 11:15 am until 2:10 pm, our 7th and 8th grade students will have their La Fiesta event 
where the highlight will be chicken tortilla soup. We will help teach them the correct way to eat soup.  Other 
stations will include using positive words and thoughts, GPA knowledge, proper introductions, and respect amid 
culture diversity.  We will need 6 parent volunteers to help.  Please email Mrs. Denning if you are available to help. 
 
If you have questions regarding the Ambassador program, please contact Mrs. Denning at ldenning@apamail.org.   
 
 
 


