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* The asterisk throughout the newsletter indicates information that is new. 
 
School Calendar–Salem Campus                                        March 13, 2020 
Mon., Mar. 16     Secondary End of Term Missing Work Deadline 
 
Looking ahead…… 
Fri., Mar. 27     Elementary End of Term Missing Work Deadline 
       

You will find all events, updates, and extracurricular activity schedules on our campus calendar at 
www.salem.americanprep.org. 

 
*March Builders Theme: I Am a Builder When I Am Willing to Try and Believe in My 
Ability to Succeed 
At our builders assembly this week, we discussed the popular topic of Star Wars!  This is because filmmaker George 
Lucas is a perfect example of being willing to try.  Did you know that when Lucas first decided to go to film school, 
he was told he would never find a job afterwards?  Did you know that when he graduated and decided to make a 
film about androids, he was told to come back when he was serious?  Did you know that Mr. Lucas wrote and 
rewrote Star Wars four times from 1971 to 1976?  Did you know that Star Wars was rejected numerous times by the 
big Hollywood studios?  Mr. Lucas was definitely someone who was willing to try!  
  
In fact, early drafts of Star Wars would be unrecognizable to you and me today.  Luke Skywalker was originally a 
grizzled-old general, Han Solo was a frog-like alien, and the dark side of the force was originally called the 
“Bogan.”  With each try, the story improved, and on January 1st, 1976, Lucas finished the fourth draft of the script, 
which was used when production began in Tunisia on March 25th, 1976.  Lucas originally budgeted $18 million for 
the film.  Fox, the only studio willing to try, offered him $7.5 million. Eager to begin shooting, he took the offer and 
the rest is history.  Star Wars ushered in a new era of filmmaking with its special effects, fantastical world building, 
and creation of generations of fans across the world, connected by a common love for a galaxy far, far away.  
  
An important thing to note is that Lucas did not succeed because everyone was pushing him up with support. He 
succeeded in spite of those who were trying to pull him down. “You simply have to put one foot in front of the 
other and keep going,” says Lucas. So, despite the challenges and setbacks we may encounter in our own lives, let’s 
all be willing to try.  Remember Star Wars! 
 
*Schedule Changes 
The reenrollment meetings, speech festivals, and performances of “The Music Man Jr.” have been postponed.  The 
family waltz and ice cream social has been cancelled.   
 
*Learning Plan Clarification 
Some Learning Plans stated that there would not be classes held on Friday, March 20th.  This information is 
incorrect.  Regular school and classes will be held all week. 
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*FSO 
Staff appreciation week is next week. Please take a minute to thank a teacher or staff member for all they do. You 
could write a note, an email, a quick text, or shout a thank you through the window at carpool. We are all grateful 
for everyone here at APA; let’s make sure they know it! 
 
*Reading University 
Congratulations to our Reading University award winners for February.  The following students are wonderful 
examples of being great readers: 
Eliza Ahrens  Oren Bates  Adhvik Chowdhry Eben Clawson  Jorge De Lara 
Alakai Ferran  Olivia Gunnell  Mia Magoffin  Jaxson Mitchell  Brayden Paulsen 
Joseph Reategui Joel Stallings  James Thomas  Mason Whiting 
 
*Ambassadors  
Our 7th-9th grade students will be working on RSVP cards and properly addressing envelopes.  Believe it or not, this 
is a difficult skill for these students.  It is not a skill that is practiced much, nor widely used.  With digital 
communications so prominent in all aspects of our lives, pen pals, holiday greeting cards, wedding invitations, and 
the such are finding their way to the digital format.  We will need your help to complete this task.  Please review 
with your students the following items: 

1. The right and wrong side of an envelope. 
2. The up and down side of the envelope.  (We usually have 10 or so students who address the envelope 

upside down.) 
3. Review the 2 places you might find a return address. 
4. Review your home mailing address. 
5. Show your student where a stamp is placed on the front, top-right corner of the envelope. 
6. Review how you write an address on the front side of the envelope.  A key point here is to use the bottom 

third of the envelope, not the entire front of the envelope.  (This is difficult for 10 or so students.) 
 
Although this sounds tedious, this task generally takes over an hour to properly address an envelope, even for 9th 
grade students.  To help students have success, this year they will be given a practice paper, then a practice 
envelope, and finally the envelope that will have their invitation to the ball.  Let us work together to strengthen this 
skill for our students. 
 
Upcoming Events 
The following is our upcoming event.  Please contact Mrs. Denning if you wish to help with this event: 

• 7th-9th Grade Top Hat and Tails on March 26th, 2020.  This event will focus on preparing for the Balls. 
 
 
 


