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* The asterisk throughout the newsletter indicates information that is new. 
 
School Calendar – Salem Campus                             December 8, 2017 
Sat., Dec. 9     Polar Express Night, 6 pm 
Mon., Dec. 11     *Secondary Winterim Fees Due 
Wed., Dec. 13     Noon Dismissal, ALL grades (End-of-Term Grading) 
      AM-Kindergarten attends, NO Lunches served. 
 
Looking ahead…… 
Tues., Dec. 19     Noon Dismissal, ALL grades 
      PM-Kindergarten attends, NO Lunches served. 
Wed., Dec. 20–Mon., Jan. 1   NO SCHOOL–Winter Break  
 
 
You will find all events, updates, and extracurricular activity schedules on our campus calendar at www.salem.americanprep.org. 

 
*December Builders Theme: I Am a Builder When I Look for Ways to Serve Others 
(Kigatsuku)  
Our builders theme for the month of December is “I am a builder when I look for ways to serve others.” At this 
week’s assembly, we introduced the concept of kigatsuku to our students. Kigatsuku is a Japanese word that means “an 
inner spirit to act without being told what to do.” We discussed how we can each look for others’ needs and then 
follow that inner voice that urges us to act on behalf of others in meeting those needs. We used an example that if a 
student arrives home, they could look in the dishwasher and if it is clean, they could unload it without being asked. 
They could see some trash on the floor in their classroom and pick it up without being asked. These types of things 
make their family, home, and school a wonderful place to be. We encouraged our teachers to watch out for evidences 
of kigatsuku in their classrooms and to acknowledge the kind acts. We encourage you to do the same at home! Watch 
out, because you may notice many nice things happening around your home as your student learns to “look out for 
others’ needs” as they follow kigatsuku. 
 
Calendar Change 
There is a change to the school calendar.  December 19th will be a noon dismissal day.  PM-Kindergarten will attend 
that day.   
 
Polar Express Night 
All aboard the Polar Express! On December 9th, the train will depart from the gym at promptly 6:00 pm. Hot 
chocolate will be served and you may bring in a picnic and set up a spot to watch The Polar Express movie.  The movie 
will begin at 6:30 pm.  There will be a special visitor from the North Pole arriving right after the movie for pictures. 
Admission is $2 per person, or $1 per person with a can of food for the Food Bank.  We look forward to seeing you 
that night! 
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*School Lunch 
Parents, our menu is up and ready for you to order your students’ meals through March. Please take a moment and 
verify that your student(s) have meals ordered. If you have any questions, please let Mrs. Lane know at 
llane@apasalem.org or 801-465-334, ext. 125.  

Dec. 11 Dec. 12 Dec. 13 Dec. 14 Dec. 15 
 

Chicken Tenders or 
Hummus Platter 

 
Pesto Pasta or  
Ham Stackers 

 
No Lunch –  

Noon Dismissal 

 
Chef Salad or 

Turkey Stackers 

 
Ham Sandwich or 

Muffin/Yogurt Pack 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  ***Meals are subject to change. 
 
Give a Holiday Gift in Honor of Our Staff! 
Show your gratitude for the incredible education your children receive from our wonderful teachers and staff, and 
donate to the Friends of APA Holiday Giving campaign!  Visit http://www.americanprepfoundation.org/giving-
campaign to donate and choose from a variety of yummy treats and gift baskets between $5-$100. You or your 
student will be able to hand deliver the special gift with a personalized card and 100% of the proceeds will go to the 
APA staff appreciation fund.  Hurry, the campaign continues until December 15th!   
 
All NEW and existing Builders Club members will receive an upgrade gift with their donation. For more information 
on becoming a Builders Club member, visit: http://www.americanprepfoundation.org/.  
 
*Volunteer Opportunity for Friends of APA this Week!   
Are you looking for an easy volunteer opportunity?  Friends of APA needs your help!  We will be delivering gifts 
from our annual Giving Campaign at each campus over the next few days.  Visit  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4ca9ad22a7fc1-holiday to sign up! 

 
 
*Special Thank You 
Thank you to these wonderful ladies for taking time out of their day to put together speedread folders.  These folders 
give our students a daily opportunity to practice the skill of reading quickly, which helps our school have great 
DIBELs scores.  Reading with great speed, along with smooth fluency, makes an all-around great scholar. 
Mrs. Ashby   Mrs. Chandia   Mrs. Davis   Mrs. Earl 
Mrs. Fullmer   Mrs. Gordon   Mrs. Kovacs-Kerbs  Mrs. Romero 
Mrs. Schurter   Mrs. Shepherd   Mrs. Turnidge 
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*Ambassador    
Students had a groovy afternoon participating in the 70’s Flashback Ambassador event on Thursday, December 7th.  
At the event, students practiced going through a reception line while escorting a partner, they jived to some awesome 
disco music, and they learned how to manage stress with yoga techniques and relaxation.  They also learned about the 
inflation of money and how it changes over time.  We appreciate our parent volunteers that helped with our 70’s 
event.  We would like to thank Trina Smith, Lesa Hazen, ShaMayne Mason, Lorene Moore, Tawna Scott, Renee 
Slater, and Vicky Berryhill for sharing their time with us to make this event a success.   
 
Our next event will be our Legislative event on January 4th, 2018.  This event helps us to prepare for our upcoming 
visit to the State Capitol.  This event is an all-day event from 8:00 am–2:10 pm.  We have 8 slots open for volunteers 
to participate.  We will be providing lunches for those parents who are able to volunteer their time.  We appreciate 
your willingness to serve our students.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Mrs. Denning at 
ldenning@apasalem.org.  
 
Service Opportunities 
One of the focuses for the Ambassador program is community service.  Our campus is known in the community for 
their generosity in caring for others.  This year as a campus, we have chosen two areas to focus on: the needs of the 
homeless and our Christmas drive. 
 
For the homeless, we are collecting plastic shopping bags, like the ones you get from Wal-Mart and other stores.  We 
are making “plarn” (plastic yarn) and crocheting mats for the homeless to lie on.  
 
We have tried to put together a video with the students teaching how to make the mats.  However, with timing, it is 
taking longer than we would like, so here is a video link for you to use for now: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiUC0iDQtkA. 
 
Basic Instructions: 
1.  White Walmart bags work best, as well as Macey’s bags.   
2.  Cut off the bottom of the bags and then about an inch below the handles.  Then cut into 3.5” strips.  We use both 
scissors and a rotary cutter.  A rotary cutter works well to cut several bags at once.  Try not to go back and forth along 
the cut (it makes it look like spaghetti).   
3.  Join the strips together. 
4.  Crochet about 42 stitches.  Stitches should be fairly loose to make it easier to crochet. 
5.  Mats should be approximately three feet wide and six feet long. 
 
If you need help, please feel free to contact Mrs. Denning at ldenning@apasalem.org or come to our Ambassador 
office. 
 
Our annual Christmas Food and Care Coalition drive this year began on November 13th, 2017 and will go through 
December 15th, 2017.  We will be collecting hats, scarves, gloves, and blankets in dark colors.  Adult males have the 
greatest needs for these items.  Our schoolwide goal is to collect 700 items.  We have collected 599 items so far.   
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This is our FINAL week for donations.  The theme is Black Out the Cold.  Your students can earn double points 
for black and grey items.  We will be having a party for the class with the most donations and the class will be visited 
by a Christmas elf. 
 
Mrs. Truman’s afternoon kindergarten class has taken the lead on this drive with 127 items donated to date.  She is so 
wonderful to encourage generosity with her students.  Congratulations on your efforts!   
 
Our campus has adopted the needs of Community Action located on 900 South in Provo.  They have a weekly need 
for sack lunches each Friday.  If you have any interest in furthering your volunteer or family projects, please take this 
opportunity to help out. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to work with you and your students.  If you have a question regarding the Ambassador 
program or any of the events listed above, please e-mail Mrs. Denning at ldenning@apasalem.org. 
 
*Winter Weather Closure 
American Prep follows Nebo School District with regard to school closures due to inclement weather or emergencies.  
Parents should check the Nebo School District website for school closure information 
(http://www.nebo.edu/) or listen to these designated television or radio stations for school closure 
information between the hours of 6-8 am.  If traditional Nebo District schools are canceled, school at American 
Prep will be canceled.  If there is a late start for Nebo School District, we will have a late start at American Prep.  If 
only selected schools in Nebo School District are closed or on late start schedule, American Prep will operate as 
NORMAL.  Parents are ultimately responsible for deciding if inclement weather is severe enough that they cannot 
drive to school.  (If schools dismiss early, the media will air the announcement as soon as possible.)  If Nebo School 
District dismisses early, American Prep will dismiss early. 
  
 TV Stations     Radio Stations 
 KSL -- Channel 5    KSL--1160 
 Fox News -- Channel 13 
 
One of the following messages will be aired by the media: 

• "Schools Will Be Closed" (day and date) 
• "Schools Will Start Two Hours Late" (day and date) 
• "Schools Will Dismiss Early" (day and date) 

 


